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l March 196(> 


MEW'*? ANNUM FOR: 


Chief, CA 


SUBJECT: 


Evidence of Nat i on a ii ss; in the 
Ukrainian N3P 


1. This memorandum is for your information. It. 
summarizes some recent events in the Ukrainian SSI? which 
bear on the subject of anti -Russi an , nationalist feelings 
and >.:anlfestations_on the part of minority nationalities 
in the Soviet Union. 

2. The chronic problem of national unrest in the 
non -Russian republics of the USSR appears to be of 
continuing concern to the Soviet leadership. National 
groups have as a whole been resisting with sense success 
the Soviet pollcv of amalgamation of nations, which 

in practice places the Russian in the role of hip 
brother. This policy of fusion appears to be resented 
and resisted most vigorously by elements of the intel- 
ligentsia of the various nations, anxious to preserve 
their separate cultures. The critical factor in the 
struggle is nationality language, which embodies the 
national differences and expresses the various cultures 
in unique ways. A recent change in terminology in the 
Soviet press from "analga^at ion of nations" to "the- 
brinring-c loser-together of nations" was clearly intended 
as a concession to the minorities. 

3. The attached cable concerns «i soviet Ukrainian 
national, Yuriy LITVIN, who on 8 January pushed his wav 
past Soviet ni liti asaen into the Canadian Embassy in 
Moscow. LITVIN did not ask for ysylun. lie wanted to 
register with Western representatives i» protest against 
the subjugation of the Ukrainian people and to transmit 
.an appeal from Soviet political prisoners, lie also re- 
quested an opportunity to record for Ukrainians abroad 
nationalist poetry he had written. Ste claimed to have 
served a ten-year* sentence in various prison camps for 
conducting anti-hoviet propaganda. Mo said that most of 
the inmates of the prison camps were political dissenters, 
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including nationalists, anti -res* i wo inte 1 lectua In and 
religious offenders (representing the three great 
stuwhlin;', block? to total soviet control). LTTVIN said 
that there wns a largo { .roup of nationalists bein'’ I n- 
vcstigftteti in Kiev, Lvov and Tarn o pel , and that mere 
Ukrainian nationalists had arrived in the prison camp 
in Mordva in December 1905, 

4. The LITVIN incident is but the latest of a 
continuing series of indications that Soviet Ukrainians 
are resisting Russification measures. (air sources 
recently received in format i on f roc- a nationalist 
organization that 20-40 Ukrainians wore arrested by 
‘‘evict authorities in August 1965 , following a gather- 
ing of students and young. writers in Zvenyborcdka near 
Kiev, where they had gathered to read nationalist 
literature. Among those arrested were two young writers 
and literary critics with whom contact bad been establish- 
ed by Project AFROuy.N AMIC assets about two years ago. 

They had openly expressed nationalist sentiments in the 
press and publicly before the Union of Ukrainian Writers, 
dome of the apprehended were released; others were sent 

to prison. It any be that the latter were the December 
arrivals in Mordva mentioned by LITVIN, Due to the 
reluctance of Canadian officials to become involved with 
LITVIN, to the best of our knowledge no specifics were 
recorded that might confirm the mutual identity of these 
two groups. A recent visitor from Poland gave a similar 
report of arrests in Kiev in August and ‘.September 1965. 
Another AERODYNAMIC source reported "heavy losses" in 
Volhynia and Lvov, whore an undetermined number of 
individuals had been shot for activities corresponding 
to those in Zvenyhorodk a, 

5. An AERODYNAMIC source who visited the Soviet 
Union in the summer of 1965 was introduced in Lvov to 
several Ukrainians who were allegedly members of a secret- 
student organization, the aim of which was to encourage 
the development of nationalist feelings among Ukrainians 
and to protest all forms of Russification, Members of the 
organization hand-copy nationalist poetry and documents 
expressing indignation and protest against Russification 
measures and distribute then by hand to their fellow 

lik rain i an s . 


ti . Leading o due at ots in the Ukraine neve been 
cal I In ; t f or an increase in the number of Ukrainian- 
language textbooks, for courses in Ukrainian history ar.d 
the need to “iwhuc the clii Idrcn with » love of their 
native language." Repeated requests have been ttaUe hy 
'"evict citizens to emigre contacts for Ukrainian- 
language history hooks and literature. 

7. Soviet Ukrainian representatives at the United 
Nations have shown not only a wi 1 lingness but an eager- 
ness to participate in dialogue with nur AKHOPYK AMIC 
sources, which is a complete reversal of earlier policy. 
They have requested and received copies of nationalist 
emigre publications. This literature may serve either 
a defensive purpose, permitting Soviet authorities to Ire 
sufficiently well informed to counter the Ukrainian 
nationalist line, or Soviet Ukrainians may, under this 
cover, wish to obtain literature in their native 
Ukrainian which is unobtainable in the UkSSP. They disc 
may he trying to use the emigration, in a most sophisti- 
cated game, ns n pressure device on Moscow, °oviet 
Ukrainians have confided to our sources that such 
pressure tactics have in the past obtained for them 
concessions in the publishing field and permission to 
commemorate holidays in honor of national heroes. 

Written and tape -recorded literature received by Ah :• 0 - 
DYNAMIC sources and personal conversations with Soviet 
Ukrainians contribute regular expressions of national 
sentiment. In a document smuggled to the cost last vear, 
copies of which are being hand-circulated in the Ukraine, 
angry indignation was expressed over a fire in the librar 
of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, allegedly set by 
the Soviet authorities, in which irreplaceable Ukrainian 
literary treasures were destroyed. 

S. Through an ALUOUYK AWTU asset, CIA. was able to 
obtain a copy of a Soviet Ukrainian ft In which, as a 
result of the controversy it evoked in the soviet Union 
over its religious and nationalist flavor, was recalled 
from all Soviet theaters and put into soth balls after » 
period of two months. 
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It i s interesting to note the recent increasin’, 
flow of consent fro’* our Moscow Hmbassy on nationalist 
manifestations in sever;;! parts of the Soviet Union. I 
believe that this is an aspect of the Soviet picture 
which will bear close- watch in.’ in the Mays abend. 


LMviu K . Murphy 
Chief, S n division 
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